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from the executive director
In 2012 we saw growth in EVERY area except one – the 
amount of trash polluting our environment!  While our 
volunteers and cleanups sites have steadily increased, we’ve 
seen a 25% decrease in litter over the past two years! 
We attribute this remarkable trend to our organization’s 
two-pronged approach of pollution prevention through our 
environmental education presentations and litter removal 
through our beautification events.

I Love A Clean San Diego was successful in strengthening 
our impact and expanding our reach as a result of better 
integration of our cleanup, education, and recycling 
programs, as well as increasing our online presence 
through Twitter, Facebook and our blog, EcoBlogic. On 
the financial front, I’m happy to report the organization’s 
solid financial position as we ended 2012 with a 30% increase 
in assets and strong net revenues.

We’ve seen growth internally as well through the 
addition of five talented Board members representing 
Sony, SeaWorld, Qualcomm, REI and telmedx. Under 
the leadership of our dedicated Board Chair, Karen 
Henry, the Board will continue to invite all of you to join 
them at several special occasions that they plan to host 
throughout the year.

ILACSD is in the midst of another busy year, working 
towards the enhancement and conservation of the San 
Diego environment with a larger focus on educating 
adults, developing new partnerships, and taking a 
leadership role in efforts to prevent pollution along our 
most popular beaches during busy summer holidays. As 
the needs of our community continue to grow, so does 
the need to expand our reach in all areas of San Diego. 
We look to you and others who are committed to a 
clean, thriving San Diego community to support this 
expansion by making an investment in our work. 

Throughout the year we will also be preparing for a huge 
milestone, I Love A Clean San Diego’s 60th Anniversary, 
which we look forward to celebrating with you in 2014! 

Best Regards, 
Pauline Martinson 

2012 accomplishments
Lean, Green, Clean…
     and BETTER than ever!
2012 was again one for the record books, as 
ILACSD cleaned up with some serious might! 
Program expansion is an understatement, 
with our education audience growing by an 
impressive 20%!  Here’s a quick look at how 
things shaped up:

Volunteers
 Creek to Bay:  6,020
 Coastal Cleanup Day:  
  9,381
 Adopt-a-Beach: 10,308
 Community Cleanups:  
  4,858
 Stenciling:  371
 Interns:  15
 Total Volunteers:  
  30,953

Education
 Presentations:  531
 Attendees: 
  Children:  34,934
  Adults:  2,141
 Total Educated:  
  37,075

Recycling
 Referrals:  18,981
 Inquiries:  13,062

Pauline Martinson, 
Executive Director
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2012 Litter Snapshot:  

Top 10 
Debris Items
Found:
Color beside number below
indicates color on pie chart. 
  1 Cigarette Butts 
  60,271
 2 Food wrappers 
  18,060
 3 Caps, lids 
  9,475
 

 4 Plastic bags 
  7,162
 5 Straws, 
  stirrers 
  5,324
 6 Cups, plates, 
  utensils 
  5,098
 7 Plastic bottles 
  3,613
 8 Metal pull tabs 
  2,987
 9 Balloons 
  2,830
 10 Glass bottles 
  2,518

Cleanups
 Pounds of trash:  
  266,757
 Pounds of 
  recyclables:     
  46,102
 Pounds of green 
  waste:     
  46,934
 Total Pounds of
  debris removed: 
  359,793

Beautification 
Projects
 Restoration:  45
 Planting:  10
 Graffiti:  9
 Murals:  2



area of 
reach

I learned a lot and am inspired to 
help make a difference. Thanks for 
taking the time to educate us! 
- Justin

Thanks for teaching us that plastic does 
more harm to animals than we thought. 
I will tell my step-dad to dispose of his 
cigarettes in the trash from now on. 
- Elijah

Thank you for making time to teach people 
how to save planet earth. Today I learned 
that everything that people litter can affect 
animals and people too. I will now change 
the way I look at things and not be lazy and 
put everything where it belongs. 
- Leilany

This really is a wakeup call and I plan 
to participate in beach cleanups. 
- Marco

Each dot on the map represents an 
ILACSD cleanup site or school that 
participated in an ILACSD education 
program, showing that I Love A 
Clean San Diego’s reach is truly 
countywide.

Red Dot = Participating School 

Blue Dot = Cleanup Site

I had no idea that so many things in my 
home couldn’t be thrown in the trash and 
were hazardous. ILACSD’s recycling call 
center, 1-877-R1-EARTH, really opened 
my eyes with the information that was 
provided.  Keep up the good work!
- Fallbrook resident

I am truly glad to have the opportunity 
to volunteer and have my friends and 
coworkers be a piece of the larger picture.  
How do you make it look so easy?
 - Coastal Cleanup Day volunteer

I admire and appreciate the hard work of your staff 
and volunteers. We live in a beautiful place, and a 
special pride of ownership is evident with the work of 
I Love A Clean San Diego.
- local Elected Official



winning
the war
on cigarette litter

taking the reins:
Leading the Charge for a 
Cleaner San Diego
I Love A Clean San Diego has been guiding San Diego on 
a path towards a cleaner environment since 1954. With 
the help of local partners and supporters, ILACSD has 
truly become the go-to organization for programs and 
initiatives that protect the San Diego way of life that we 
all know and love. In 2012, ILACSD took the reins again, 
becoming the sole coordinator of Coastal Cleanup Day, 
San Diego’s largest one day volunteer event dedicated 
to the environment. Staff stepped up to the challenge, 
organizing a strong event that engaged more than 7,200 
volunteers, despite record-breaking heat that day. This 
year, ILACSD will also become the lead coordinator for 
the Clean Beach Coalition, a local partnership aimed at 
reducing litter that plagues popular beaches during busy 
summer holidays.

One of the keys to preserving the local region is creating 
widespread awareness of environmental issues and 
mobilizing people to tackle these challenges. In the same 
way that ILACSD connects real world environmental 
issues to everyday actions in its education programs; it 
also connects local nonprofits, businesses, and residents 
to the environmental needs of our unique region through 
these two programs. By facilitating these connections, 
ILACSD is leading the way to a cleaner and healthier San 
Diego right now, and 
for future generations.

adopt-a-beach
Program Gains Traction Inland
Since the 1990’s, ILACSD’s Adopt-A-Beach cleanup program has allowed thousands of 
volunteers to participate in beach cleanups at a location that they choose to “adopt” for 
the year. While the Adopt-A-Beach program continues to be the most popular among 
volunteers, its recent inland expansion is gaining traction within the community. 
Although not as glamorous as strolling on the beach hunting for trash, many of San 
Diego’s inland canyons are in serious need of attention and have seen volunteer 
participation increase. Its participants prevent trash and debris from travelling through 
local watersheds and landing on the beach or washing out into the Pacific Gyre. There 
are now more than a dozen inland canyon and open space sites that can be “adopted” by 
volunteer groups who commit to at least three cleanups each year. Interested volunteers 
can visit the program website, www.AdoptSD.org. 

Litter has been an important issue for I Love A Clean San Diego since its 
inception in 1954. In fact, for the first twenty years, the organization wasn’t called I Love 
A Clean San Diego, it was known as the War Against Litter Committee. Over the years, 
the types of litter have changed, but the one constant is that litter affects all of us, and 
cigarette butts are by far the most pervasive litter issue today.

In 2009, I Love A Clean San Diego launched the Cigarette Litter Prevention Program, a 
national program developed by Keep America Beautiful. This year at the Keep America 
Beautiful Conference in Washington, D.C., I Love A Clean San Diego received the First 
Place award for its Cigarette Litter Prevention Program, recognizing its commitment 
to this toxic litter issue. By affixing cigarette butt receptacles to utility poles in heavy 
pedestrian areas, ILACSD has been able to reduce cigarette litter by an average of 55% in 
the communities of La Jolla, Point Loma, North Park, La Mesa, and Oceanside.

As one of our supporters puts it, “I Love A Clean San Diego keeps the butts off 
the beach so that you can put your butt on the beach.”



What the last 60 years have taught us 
about litter
In preparation for our 60th birthday, we’ve been combing through our 
scrapbooks reading up on the beginnings of I Love A Clean San Diego. We 
started as a small but mighty group of volunteers who were ready to wage a 
war on litter, hence our beginnings as the War Against Litter Committee. The 
early days consisted mostly of awareness campaigns to drive people to change 
their behaviors and stop littering. From our tame first mascot, Pelican Pete, to 
the somewhat racy Miss S.L.O.B.B. pageants, one common theme in those early 
days was that litter was described as primarily just a nuisance. Unsightly, but not unhealthy.

Fast forward 59 years and while litter strewn on the side of the road is still unsightly, it’s the 
long-term effects of that litter, as pollution in local waterways and eventually the ocean, which 
is the primary concern. No one wants to swim at La Jolla Shores with plastic bags or step on 
a plastic bottle during a hike at Mission Trails. Our efforts help to assure that no man-made 
debris will ruin your ability to enjoy all of San Diego’s natural gems. We want to make our 
entire environment, from popular beaches to rural canyons, CLEAN. Because it’s not just 
about how litter looks, it’s about how that pollution affects the health of our community. 

from unsightly
           to unhealthy

Local law enforcement and elected 

officials came together to show support 

for the War Against Litter Committee, 

now known as I Love A Clean San Diego.

Thousands of Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts have 
volunteered with ILACSD 
over the years, receiving 
special patches at 
cleanup events.

ILACSD’s first mascot, 
Pelican Pete, was often 

seen around town in the 
60’s and 70’s reminding 

residents, “Don’t be a 
litter critter!”

ILACSD started in 1954 as a 
concerned group of citizens 
who declared war on litter 
and continues to be driven 

by the needs of the local 
community today.

In 1967, members of Pi Beta Phi at SDSU helped 
promote an upcoming cleanup campaign, 
reminding local students that ‘Litter is Costly!’

Through our storm drain stenciling 

program, volunteers learn how storm 

water pollution negatively affects the 

ocean, and the local water supply.

Clean beaches start with clean canyons. ILACSD 

volunteers focus heavily on cleaning up inland 

areas to prevent debris from traveling downstream.

At our cleanup events, youth and adults see firsthand the 

negative effects of litter on the community that they love and 

how they can be part of the solution.

Corporate and community volunteer groups have become 
a common sight at ILACSD events, building team spirit and 
showing their commitment to the local community.

To ILACSD, leaving our mark on the community 

means engaging everyone to take responsibility 

for keeping San Diego clean and healthy.

Beyond cleaning up San Diego’s 
most beloved outdoor areas, 

volunteers also participate in 
beautification projects like 

planting and painting.

In the 60’s ILACSD wanted 
everyone to have a plastic bag 
in their car to help keep litter 
off our streets. Today, ILACSD 
promotes the use of reusable 
bags, gloves, and water bottles 
to all volunteers and residents.

Environmental education 
at an early age plays a 
pivotal role in creating 
a cleaner San Diego for 
future generations.

Miss SLOBB, Kathy Houston, represented the Stop 

Littering Our Beaches and Bays (or SLOBB) campaign of 

1971, encouraging people to keep trash off the sand and 

out of the water.



changing behaviors
While most San Diegans understand that 
pouring motor oil down a storm drain 
negatively affects water quality, how many 
people realize that pet waste washing 
downstream can be just as bad for the 
environment? I Love A Clean San Diego 
teamed up with the County of San Diego, 
the City of San Diego and local research 
firm Action Research to come up with a 
way to better educate local high school 
students about water quality and gather 
meaningful data to see if kids are getting 
the message. Over the past three years, pre 
and post presentation surveys taken by 
each student have measured two things: the 
increase in knowledge and the inclination 
toward behavior change as a result of 
information learned during an ILACSD 
education presentation. Students have 
consistently scored high in their abilities to 
gain knowledge from the presentation, but 
their intent to act to prevent storm water 
pollution has been somewhat of a letdown. 

This past summer, ILACSD collaborated 
with its partners to rework its High School 
Watershed Education presentation and 
associated pre and post presentation surveys 
to be more effective as an educational tool. 
Preliminary results are in, and things are 
looking strong—they show an 83% increase 
in knowledge by students who receive our 
education presentation!

Since making changes to the presentation, 
students are 10% more likely to act to 
prevent pollution that last year!

Not a numbers person? Here’s something a 
student said after receiving our High School 
Watershed Education Presentation this year:

“Thank you so much taking time to come 
to our school. I loved your presentation, 
I learned so much from it. You really are 
making an impact in people’s lives.” 
– student, Mater Dei High School 

that cause pollution

WasteFreeSD:
What started back in 1972 as simply a hotline 
to provide local residents with tree recycling 
information during the holidays, has now grown 
into San Diego’s one-stop resource for recycling 
information year-round. In 2007, the County 
of San Diego and ILACSD brought this vital 
resource into the digital age by launching the 
online recycling database, WasteFreeSD.org. 
This year WasteFreeSD.org celebrated another 
milestone as it was completely revamped 
with a cleaner look, and easier to use search 
features. The new design not only makes it easy 

for residents to find the recycling information 
they’re looking for, but also allows the addition 
of timely and relevant news stories related to 
recycling in our region. By providing recycling 
and hazardous waste disposal information 
based on residential zip codes, WasteFreeSD.
org aims to increase recycling rates and 
prevent illegal dumping that pollutes the local 
environment.
A special thank you to The Parker Foundation 
for funding this much needed update to 
WasteFreeSD.org! 

recycling has never looked better!

STEM education?
We do that!  ILACSD is constantly 
on the lookout for ways to improve how 
it provides environmental awareness to 
the community, so it is no surprise that 
the organization is working to further 
incorporate STEM principles into its 
environmental education programs. 
STEM, which stands for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math, is 
more than just the study of those four 
subjects. It is a movement that aims to 
provide students with opportunities to 
make sense of the world around them 
and take charge of their learning. 

By using innovative and hands-on 
presentations, ILACSD’s Environmental 
Educators bring real world problems 
like climate change into the 
classroom and coach students as 
they figure out how actions in their 
everyday lives create or combat these 
issues. There is also a strong emphasis 
on showing students how they can apply 
science subjects like ecology and biology 
to understand why climate change is 
such a vast and complicated issue in 
the world today. In addition, ILACSD 
encourages further learning through 
service by encouraging students to 
participate in volunteer opportunities, 
taking them out of the classroom and 
into the real world where they can see 
the positive effects they have on their 
local community.



financial 
overview

2012 Statement of 
Functional Expenses
At ILACSD, it is important that the majority 
of the revenue go directly to serving the 
public through its environmental programs. 
The organization strives to maintain a low 
percentage of administrative expenses, to 
ensure that those who trust their funds to 
ILACSD are able to see their dollars at work in 
the community. 

2012 Revenue by Category
I Love A Clean San Diego works to further 
diversify its funding sources in order to achieve 
long-term sustainability. Over the last ten 
years, the organization has seen a shift from 
focusing almost solely on government grants 
and contracts to a more equal balance of 
corporate giving and government funding. An 
increased emphasis for the coming years has 
been placed on building our support among 
individuals and foundation funders. 

Annual Revenue
2008-2012
ILACSD’s annual revenue 
continues to grow as 
evidenced in this graph. 
The organization’s budget 
has effectively tripled 
since 2005, due in part 
to expansion of service 
contracts with more than 
a dozen local jurisdictions, 
and new corporate 
partners. 

Total Assets
2008-2012
Having appropriate 
reserves is especially 
important during times 
of financial uncertainty. 
I Love A Clean San Diego 
continues to increase its 
assets each year.

2012

Programs:  80%

Admin:
        10%

Fund-
   raising        
       10%

Corporations:  
          43%

Government:  
         50%

Individuals:
      4%

Foundations:
      3%

$172,353

$297,635
$339,436

$397,497

$505,201



support us today!
By donating to ILACSD, you are investing in making your 
community cleaner and healthier now and for future 
generations. We appreciate your commitment to 
protecting the San Diego way of life that we all  
know and love. 

donating is easy!
Donate securely online at www.CleanSD.org or mail your 
gift in the enclosed envelope.

	 •	$50: Provides supplies to stencil 50 storm drains with 
  pollution prevention messages
	 •	$100: Funds the materials to conduct a  
  community cleanup
	 •	$250: Educates 100 students on the importance of  
  environmental protection

your support can reach
even further...
Matching Gifts 
Did you know that many employers will match your donation 
to ILACSD? Your gift will make an even bigger impact! 

Corporate Sponsorships & 
Volunteer Teams
Getting employees involved in their community 
and showing that your business supports a healthy 
community is great way to create positive buzz around 
your company. For more information please contact 
Morgan Justice-Black at 619.704.2772.

donors & supporters

Ken Aitchison
Robert Allen
Sandra Ambrogi
Robert Ambrogi
Christine Angeletakis
Billie Antorietto
Sam Badal
Bonnie & Wayne Barnes
Tammy Barnes
Christina Bird
Donna Boyce
Marge Burglund
Laura Carantza
Melanie Castleberry
Catherine Christopher
Ellie Coburn
Ben & Kathleen Coughlan
Dennis Damon
Michael DeCarli
Christopher Denton
Bonita Drolet
Drew Ector
Shahin Edulatdju
Matthew Egel
Laura Essex
Rebecca Feuerlicht
Patricia Fishtein
Jody Fraser
Tobias Glik
Ted & Margaret Godshalk

Susan Graham
Amy Hoffman
Claudia Hopkins
Margaret Hoz
Kyle Hyman
Paul Jamason
Yasmin Javed
Tom & Julie Karlo
Justin Keller
Sally Kotnik
Daina Krigens
Robert Ladner
Katherine Lewis
Yvette Lopez
Susan Lyon
Ross Macy
Fina Madrid
Pauline Martinson
Marilee McLean
Betty Melin
Charles & Martha Moffett
Jose Morales
Kathleen Mullen-Ley
Chiko Noguchi
Terrie Parrott
Susan Parsons
Linda Pennington
Ivan Perez-Pinal
Estefania Perez-Pinal
John Petraglia

Robert Pieper
Brenda Ramsay
Donald Rau
Rich & Lynn Reineman
Bill & Kay Rickles
Bill & Shari Roberts
Bridget Roberts
Barbara Rodriguez
Miguel Romero
Elizabeth Rosales
Jack Ross
Sara Rothenhausler
Francesco Russo
Robert Ryan
Jessica Samaniego
Richard Sheresh
Virginia Simpson
Clinton Spangler
Nick Statom
Donald Steele
Lauren Stilley
Michael Svoboda
Claire Sweet
Michael Tait
Lorna Tillotson
George Varga
Paul Whitby
Deborah Whitty
Nancy Wildman
Robert Won

$0-$99

Rebecca Aguilera
Lorraine Alvarez
Janos Bayer
Laura Belman
Jacy Bolden
Nicole Carr
Scott Chalmers
Cecil & Robbie
      Chamberlain
Connie DeLeon
Leo DeLeon
Robert Fode
Stacy Fode
Mark & Lisa Franovich
Jonathan Freeman
Maruta Gardner
Karen Henry

Ann & Stuart Hirsch
Laurie Hopps
Deryk & Jamie Inn
Galen Justice
Barrie Kimball
Kristine Larson
John Larson
Barbara Lopez
Chris Loughridge
David Lozano
Pamela Maher
Reed Mayne
Pamela Molde
Scott Norris
Raul Olamendi Smith
Julia Quinsey
Michael Ray

Bret Raymis
Bill & Sheri Roberts
Bob & Jan Rogers
Wayne Rosenbaum
Susanne Simpson
Doug Simpson
Barry Snyder
Myrian Solis Coronel
Dorothy Stock
Maureen Summers
Carolyn Sweet
Sharon Turner
Caroline Walker
Nancy Waters
Carey Winston
Carolyn Woodbury
Mark & Karen Zatt

$100+

Clint Carney
Cecilia Carrick & 
      Stan Nadel

Bill Haines
Chuck Kendall
Elsie Marie Larson

Noelle Ludwig
Kevin & Leann   
      McCarthy

$1,000+

California Coastal Commission
City of Chula Vista
City of El Cajon
City of Escondido
City of Imperial Beach
City of La Mesa
City of Lemon Grove
City of National City
City of Poway
City of San Diego, Think Blue
City of San Marcos
City of San Diego Council 
      Districts 1-8
County of San Diego 
      Board of Supervisors
County of San Diego Watershed
      Protection Program
Mission Resource Conservation
      District
Port of San Diego
Rincon Water District
San Diego Bay Watershed
      Group
San Diego County Regional
      Airport Authority

government
sector

Ellen Browning Scripps
      Foundation
The Heller Foundation 
The Hervey Family Fund 
Money-Arenz Foundation
The Parker Foundation

foundations

ACE Relocation Systems
Bar West
Birch Aquarium
BKM Officeworks
BNBuilders
Booz Allen Hamilton
Car2Go
Cassidy Turley/BRE Commercial
Caufield & James, LLP
Crystal Geyser
Cubic Corporation
Dmax Engineering
Dog Beach Dog Wash
Ecology Auto Parts
Enel Green Power
eyeMotion Studio
FM94/9
General Dynamics, NASSCO
Harrah’s Rincon Casino
Hornblower Cruises
JL Stormwater Consultants
Keep America Beautiful
Keep California Beautiful
KFMB Channel 8
Kilroy Realty Corporation
Kohls
Lahaina’s
Laser Saver
Lightspeed
Lincoln Military Housing
Lowe’s
Macy’s
Markstein Beverago Co.
MBE
Nokia
Northrop Grumman
Patagonia
PB Shore Club
Qualcomm
Ralph’s
RBF Consulting
REI
Republic Services, Inc.
RSI Roofing
San Diego 6, The CW
San Diego County Bar Association
San Diego County Credit Union
San Diego Gas & Electric
SeaLife Aquarium
SeaWorld
Smooth 98.1 FM
Sony Electronics
Sundt
Swinerton Builders
TEVA
The UPS Store
Union Bank of CA
Vavi
Vulcan Materials
Walmart
Waste Management
WaveHouse
Wells Fargo Bank
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

corporate sector

Captain’s Club  



staff
Pauline Martinson
Executive Director

Ann Hirsch
Director of Finance

Morgan Justice-Black
Director of Development & Marketing

Natalie Roberts
Director of Community Events

Samantha Russo
Director of Education

Lexi Ambrogi
Community Events Coordinator

Erika Bjorkquist
Education Coordinator

Molly Dilworth
Administrative Assistant

Barbara Lopez
Hotline Assistant

Monica Rosquillas
Environmental Educator

Amanda Sweet
Hotline Manager

board of directors
Karen Henry, President
San Diego County Water Authority

Bill Haines, Vice President
Community Leader

Scott Norris, Treasurer
San Diego County Credit Union

Shari Sehlhorst, Secretary
SeaWorld

Clint Carney, Director 
telmedx

Jeff Caufield, Director
Caufield & James, LLP

Aimee Faucett, Director
Republic Services

Jonathan Freeman, Director
Cassidy Turley

Eric Johnson, Director
Sony Electronics

Bret Raymis, Director
Qualcomm

Myrian Solis Coronel, Director
REI

contact
2508 Historic Decatur Rd., Ste. 150   •   San Diego, CA  92106 
T: 619.291.0103  •  F: 619.298.1314
www.CleanSD.org

www.Facebook.com/ILoveACleanSD 

www.Twitter.com/ILoveACleanSD

RECyCLING RESouRCE
1.800.237.BLUE | www.WasteFreeSD.org


